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understands the passage he has read better than the slower
reader. "Fast and thoughtful" is a more usual combination
than "slow and sure/'
The number of pages read in each of the first three grades
has been ascertained by investigators, but no average figure
is very helpful because of differences in individual children's
interests and capacities as well as differences in the school
program. Some children may read with profit 300 pages
during the first grade; others may be engaged in activities
of greater worth to them; and still others may read avidly
all the easy material that falls in their way.
More important than the number of pages read or the
speed with which they are read are the reading habits and
reading interests established in the first and second grades.
The habits of reading to get the meaning of the passage, of
reading for enjoyment and information, and of making good
choices of reading material should be objectives held in mind
by the teacher more constantly than rigid standards of speed
and ground covered.
What kind of books are children in the first three grades
most interested in? Dunn 8B found that surprise and plot
appealed to both boys and girls. Boys were keenly interested
in stories about animals. Girls liked stories about children
and familiar experience. Girls liked stories having repeti-
tion and conversation better than boys did.
Of the selections used in Dunn's study the most popular
one with boys was the story of George Washington and the
colt. This has a good plot about boys and animals and also
offers a real surprise when the colt suddenly drops dead
Although this story has little literary value, it is a favorite
with primary boys because of the interest factors of surprise,
plot, and animals. According to another study, one of the
most popular poems in second and third readers was the
one about the "two little kittens one stormy night" who
"began to quarrel and then to fight." This poem also has
the same three interest factors of surprise, plot, and animals.
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